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LECH LECHA

R:bbibl' Parents, Grandparents, Relatives and Fn%

1 am very happy and honored that you all came to help me celebrate my Bar
Mitzvah. This Shabbat we asegeimgue read the third Torah portion in the Torah, Lech
Lecha. This Torah portion begins with G-d’s command to Abraham, “leave your land,
the land of your birth and the home of your father and go to the land which I will show
you”. Abraham is to start 2 new people, a new religion. He is to be the founder of a new
way of looking at the world, the Jewish Religion. He obeys G-d’s command and goes to
a new land accompanied by his wife, Sara, and his nephew, Lot. The rest of the Torah
portion concerns itself with the problems that, Abraham had when he entered the Jand
which G-d showed him, the Land of Canaan, or Isracl.
Iwasinlsme]inﬂxeﬁ%ﬁde,solknowmmyoftheplmtheTomhspmks of in this
portion. When I was at the Dead Sea, 1 could almost see Lot, Abraham’s nephew living
at Sodom, which was an evil city, after he had split away from Abraham because of
troubles between their shepherds. When I was in Northern Israel, 1 could see Eliezer,
Abraham’s servant, as he helped Abraham defeat the four kings who had captured Lot
and the whole city of Sodom. 1 can almost see Abraham give back his share of the spoils
to Sodom’s King. And I could just about see, in Beer-Sheba, Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid
from Egypt, and mother of Abraham’s son, Ishmeal. I could also visualize G-d appearing
to Abraham and commanding him to change his name from Abram to Abraham; to
circumcise himself and his family as a sign ofI\—:ovmant between G-d and the Jewish
people. I could just picture how He told Abraham that he was to have a son, Isaac, who
would carry on the Jewish religion. My Torzh portion contained all these scenes. We see

in it how G-d promises to Abraham how his son, Isaac, would carry on his work. I’ve
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wondered why Lot, Eliezer, or Ishmael were not chosen to succeed Abraham as the head
of the Jewish people. Even Abraham thought, each of them, at one time, would carry on
the responsibilities of leading the Jewish people. Why were one of them not Chosen?

It seems to me that the reasons why each of these men were not picked is found in the
stories that are told about them in my Torah portion. We learn how Lot did not care how
he made his money, as long as he made it. The Rabbis say ﬂm%v?a‘s/ the argument
between Abraham and Lot’s shepherds. Abraham would not allow his shepherds to graze
his sheep on others’ property. But, alas, Lot could not care less. As proof of this, we
read “and Lot lived in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent until Sodom”. When Lot
split from Abraham, he went to Sodom, an evil city, even though he knew it was evil, just
because he knew he could make more money there. Now Eliezer was not chosen because
of his lack of ability to make independent decisions. He was a faithful servant who knew
how to follow orders like a private, but he could not be promoted to a general because he
could not give orders. Ishmael, Abraham’s son by Hagar, was not chosen to head the
Jewish people because he was a E?\C/ {09 | a wild man who lacked
patience and quickly blew his cool, getting insulted easily, and he was 2 man who liked to
brag to everyone. He was not fit to lead the Jewish people.

Isaac was not like these three. He did not put money over everything. He had
imagination, and he was even-tempered and knew how to get along with everyone.

From this Torah portion I have learned what it means to be a leader in the Jewish People.
1 cannot be a man who thinks that money is everything, like Lot, or a man who lacks
initiative and imagination, like Eliezer, or 2 man who loses his temper easily and loves to

bug others, like Ishmael.
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As I grow up I hope and pray that I will remember the lessons of my bar mitzvah and
always try to be like Isaac and not like Lot, Eliezer or Ishmael. I hope that I will always be a
man who puts other values above material ones. So I won’t think money is everything and
that I will always learn to control my temper and show patience to everyone while at the same
time never loosing the qualities of imagjnation and resourcefulness.

My father told me that I should end my speech like my poppy, Rabbi Joseph
Radinsky, with a story. As my poppy would say I am reminded of a story. This story is about
raccoons. A rabbi, a priest, and a minister got together to talk about how they could get rid of
these raccoons that were living in their churches and synagogues and were bothering
everyone. The priest said 1 started to play loud music and the raccoons left. The other two
asked him how long did they stay away. He answered two days. The minister said, I trapped
them and took them 30 miles away, they asked him how long did they stay away, he said one
week. The rabbi then said I made them bar mitzvah and I never saw them again. This story
unfortunately is true for many bar mitzvah boys, after their bar mitzvah you never see them in
shul again. I hope and pray that I unlike those other bar mitzvah boys I will be in shul every
shabos because like my parents and grandparents I come to shul every week. And now I come
every day. I hope and pray that I will always be able to do this.

At this time I would like to thank my parents and grandparents for all the love and
devotion and help they have showered on me. My mother, has been a source of constant
inspiration. In spite of her ill health she has only wanted the best from me, and even when
someﬁmeﬁ ‘;t“a little crazy and give her a hard time she knows how to calm me down. My
father too has always been there for me, he takes us to such nice places he even took my

siblings and me to Israel. My sister Rona always encourages me, she even makes excuses for
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me when I get in to trouble. My brother Zevi has to put up with a lot from me. I like to boss
him around but he knows how to take care of himself, and he is really my best friend. I would
like to thank my poppy who istougherltlﬁnkdmnthbl;wkx&n‘oastm in Egypt, he has not only
taught me my bar mitzvah but he has taught me how to study. Now that | know how to study,
1 hope that I will now put aside time to study. As my poppy told me there was once a rabbi
who only gave umbrellas as presents to bar mitzvah boys, he didn’t give them a Chumash or a
siddur. They asked him why? And he answered because I wanted them to open my present
more than once. I would also like to thank my Nona Rebbitzin Radinsky, for always being
there for me, especially fixing me delicious egg salad sandwiches with Rona’s help that [ eat
every day after school before my poppy the task master gets a hold of me. I also want to thank
my Safta, my grandmother who came all the way from Israel to be with me on my bar
mitzvah and who has always loved me and cared for me. I especially want to remember my
Saba of blessed memory, who would have wanted to be here and whom I know is looking
down from heaven and shepping nachas. He was a holocaust survivor who never let the
holocaust turn him into a biter man, he loved to sing and dance. I hope and pray that I will
always meet all the challenges in my life with joy and a positive attitude. And I would aiso
like to thank all my relatives and friends from near and far for coming to help me celebrate
this very happy day. I would also like to thank my teachers at chabad especially Rabbi and
rebbitzin Shimon and Cheina Lazzeroff, Rabbi Betzalel and Leah Meronofsky and my present
teacher and role model rabbi Simcha Morgenstern. I would also like to thank all my teachers
at chabad. They have helped me aspire to want to be a mench and a Talmud chucham. May 1
grow up to be a credit to my family, my community and my religion and may I grow up to be

a person who always try’s to help others when ever and however I can. Amen.




